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who, being at peace with Navarre and Castille, made
an inroad into the Moorish dominions, burning and
ravaging to the south of the Douro. The Khalif
retaliated by a like foray to the north of the same river,
and besieged Simancas, a fortress on the little river
Pisuerga, a tributary of the Douro. The invasion was
so serious that all the Christian forces of Navarre,
Leon, and Castille united under Ramiro, and they
gained a splendid victory, being assisted, as they
believed, by two angels on white horses. However,
the loss on their own side was very severe, and they
could not hinder the Khalif and his uncle from taking
Zamora, and were soon obliged to make peace, retain-
ing the city, and leaving the Douro as the barrie
between the Christian and the Moor.
Abd-el-Rhaman underwent the usual lot of many-
wived monarchs. His nomination of his favourite
son, Al Hakem, as his successor, led to a conspiracy on
the part of another son, Abd-Allah. This plot was
discovered in time ; he and his adviser were seizecf and
brought to Al Zohra.
"What," said his father, "wert thou offended that
thou shalt not reign ? "
The prince made no answer but by tears. His
Ahithophel went and hanged himself. The divan met
and condemned the prince ; but Al Hakem and all the
other brothers implored their father to pardon him. It
was in vain. " I shall go mourning for my son all my
days," said the Khalif; "but I must needs think of
what is to come, and give an example of justice to my
people."
Abd-Allah was put to death in prison, and his father
did indeed grieve all the rest of his life. He left the

